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STEP 2: DETERMINATION OF PREFERABLY PRESERVED 

STAFF REPORT  

  
 

Site: 27 Allen Street 

 

Case: HPC.DMO 2021.03 

 

Applicant: 19-27 Allen Street, LLC 

 

Owner: Jean Martelli 

 

Proposal: Demolish principal 

structure. 

 
HPC Meeting Date: March 16, 2021 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with additional 

information and professional assessments regarding properties that are proposed for demolition. These 

assessments are based on the criteria allowed for consideration by the HPC in accordance with the 

Demolition Review Ordinance (DRO). A Staff Report is not a determination/decision nor does it 

constitute authorization in any form. 

 

 

 

I.    SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY 16, 2021 MEETING  

At their regular public meeting on February 16, 2021, the HPC voted the structure at 27 Allen Street 

to be “Historically Significant”.  Due to this determination, 27 Allen Street moved on to the second step 

in the demolition review process, which calls for the HPC to determine whether or not the building should 

be “Preferably Preserved”. A determination of “preferably preserved” does not permanently halt 

demolition of a structure. 
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II.    ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 

Additional historic research reveals that Charles O’Callahan, the owner of 21-23 Allen Street later owned 

and lived in 27 Allen Street. This information was noted in the Preferably Preserved staff report for 21-23 

Allen Street. It is unclear if O’Callahan himself was the builder of the structure at 27 Allen Street. Given 

that the property was devoid of residential structures1 for at least the last half of the 19th century, it is 

entirely possible that O’Callahan himself built the existing residential structure at the beginning of the 

20th century. 

 

O’Callahan appears in the 1906 City Directory as the owner of and living at 27 Allen Street. John and 

Peter O’Callahan are now both Teamsters and boarding (paying for a room and meals) at 27 Allen Street. 

As is seen with the 21-23 Allen Street reports, these individuals have lived together for many years, 

moving between the 21-23 Allen properties and now 27 Allen multiple times. 

 

 

 

Below: 1906 City Directory. Charles O’Callahan is the owner of the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1907 City Directory shows the O’Callahans living at 27 Allen Street still with the 

ownership/boarding situation remaining the same as in 1906. O’Callahan’s wife, Rose is no longer listed 

as she passed away in 1904. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 The 1874 and 1884 Hopkins maps (see Historic Significance staff reports for 21-23Allen and 27 Allen) showed outbuildings  

barns/stables) but no residential structures. The 1895 Bromley map (see Historic Significance staff reports for 21-23Allen and 27 

Allen) showed outbuildings  barns/stables) that these outbuildings had been removed and the parcel was vacant. 



Page 3 of 5  Date: March 16, 2021 

                                                                                                                                                     Case:  HPC.DMO 2021.03 

  Site:  27 Allen Street 

 

3 

 

Below: 1907 City Directory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though the following information regarding the O’Callahans appears in the staff report for 21-23 Allen 

Street, because 27 Allen Street is a separate property and is a separate case application for demolition 

Staff repeats the O’Callahan information again here: 

Charles O’Callahan was born in Ireland around 1854. His presence on Allen Street fits with the 

significant Irish immigrant presence in this area during the second half of the 19th century.  

 

It appears that, until the end of his life, O’Callahan worked as a laborer as did many of the residents of the 

area at this time.  The life of a laborer was a difficult one; the work was hard, often dangerous, the hours 

long and the wages low. A laborer did not have a steady job but changed every few weeks or months. A 

laborer might work a few months helping to dig a canal, fill in a river, lay and repair rail lines, work as 

further “unskilled” labor in many of the numerous plants and factories in the area. That Charles 

O’Callahan, as a laborer, was able to purchase property was no small feat. 

 

The last year of his life 

O’Callahan was a grocer; to-

date no record has been found 

that he owned a grocery 

business. Therefore, he may 

have worked in a grocery 

owned by another individual. 

From the period of 1895 until 

his death in 1909, O’Callahan 

and his family members 

rotated among the three 

structures on 21-23 Allen 

Street. As seen in the staff 

report for 27 Allen Street, 

O’Callahan at one time owned 

that building as well, 

domiciling there for a short 

period of time. 

 

O’Callahan died in 1909. 

 

Above: Charles O’Callahan death certificate, 1909. 
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III.  DETERMINATION 

The HPC must determine one of the following: 

 

a. That the building is Preferably Preserved. 

b. That the building is not Preferably Preserved. 

c. That the building is not Preferably Preserved with Conditions. 

 

See the following section IV “Findings” for guidance. 

 

 

IV.  FINDINGS 

 

a. Preferably Preserved 

For a determination of preferably preserved, the HPC must make the following finding: 

   

- That the demolition of the building at 27 Allen Street would be detrimental to the 

architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of the City. 

 

If the HPC makes the above finding in the affirmative or the negative, the HPC must 

state their reasons why they take either position. 

 

 

b. Not Preferably Preserved 

For a determination of NOT preferably preserved, the HPC must state their reasons why they 

take their position. 

 

 

       c.   Not Preferably Preserved with Conditions 
 

For a determination of NOT preferably preserved with Conditions, the HPC must make the 

following finding: 
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- That the building at 27 Allen Street does not meet any of the criteria listed under item 

“a”  

 

- AND - 

 

- That the applicant is required to provide one or more of the following to the   Planning 

Division (Preservation Planning) prior to demolition: 

 

1. photographic documentation of the building to be demolished; 

2. architectural renderings of the building to be demolished; 

3. identification of materials for salvage of material; and/or, 

4. a plan for installation of historic or interpretive signage at or near the site. 

 

If the HPC makes the above finding, the HPC must state their reasons why they take 

their position. 
 

 

V. VOTE 

When bringing the matter to a vote, the HPC must include the reasons why the structure at 27 

Allen Street is or is not “preferably preserved”. 

 

 

 


